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	Task 
Use of a Buchi rotary evaporator for the distillation and evaporation of liquids. 

This work involves using motor driven glass parts connected to distillation apparatus involving use of vacuum from a water pressure pump. A standard water bath is also used.




	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Distillation and evaporation of liquids. 


	Broken glass – glass connections may fracture, glass may shatter under pressure
	User and other workers nearby
	All staff must be trained by their supervisors in the use of the equipment and clear instructions are prominently displayed on safe use of equipment.

Plastic covers are used for large glass pieces of apparatus to reduce injury if they shatter.
If a plastic cover is not suitable, a shield is used to protect the user from the apparatus.

Cable ties are used to secure Golding rubber tubing to the glass parts of distillation equipment.

When using running water for cooling, reinforced tubing (available from stores) is used


	low
	A

	
	Chemical hazard
	User and other workers nearby
	All chemicals used on this equipment must be COSHH assessed, and the identified control measures must be followed.
	medium
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 
I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by PI
I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


