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	Assessed by: 

Sandra Kennedy
	Validated by: 

Tanya Aspinall
	Location: MIB 
	
	Review date: 

25/01/16

	Task 

Use of Cold Rooms (+4°C)


	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Working in a cold room


	Cold, damp environment 


	User - Hypothermia leading to death; when in the cold 

muscular skeletal injury is more likely to occur
	Do not work in the cold room for longer than necessary.

When carrying out a procedure that requires you to spend a long time in the cold room, plan in advance, wear suitable clothing and take regular breaks.

(Users who are tired, dehydrated or hungry are at a higher risk of developing hypothermia. Being cold can make a person more likely to drop things)

All cold rooms fitted with emergency door release, which is tested regularly. All cold rooms fitted with alarm system, which is also tested regularly. Problems are reported. Staff trained in use of door release and alarm system.

If hypothermia is suspected user should be moved into a warm environment and a first aider should be called.  
	L
	A

	
	Electrical hazard 
	User - risk of electric shock
	Electrical equipment is safety tested to ensure it is safe to use in a damp environment. 
Sockets are suitable for use in damp conditions.
All electrical equipment should be PAT tested on a regular schedule (Remove any equipment to be tested from the cold room and let it warm up and dry out before testing)
	L
	A

	
	Biological/chemical hazard – items stored in cold room may be hazardous
	Staff
	Senior lab staff train other staff in the safe storage of materials in the cold room.

Flammable substances and those releasing noxious vapours are not allowed in cold rooms. Cryogenic gases must not be used in cold rooms.

All materials stored in the cold room are labelled with name, lab. area, date and contents. Out of dates growth media / plate must be thrown away when they expire or if they start to show signs of bacterial growth.
All accidents/spillages are logged and recorded by the Biological Safety Advisor.

The following items of PPE must be worn: Howie-style laboratory coat, BS EN374 compliant gloves (nitrile) and BS EN166 compliant eye protection (chemical splash proof safety glasses). A selection of safety glasses and goggles are available from MIB Stores; users are advised to visit Stores and select eye protection which fits well and is comfortable to use. Regular lab inspections monitor the wearing of PPE; users found not to be wearing PPE when the risk assessment states that it must be worn will be subject to the MIB compliance policy.


	low
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 

I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:


Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by PI

I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


