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	Date: 

	Assessed by: 

	Validated by: 


	Location:  MIB
	Review date: 




	Task: 

Running Eve robotic workstation for Mass Screen, Cherry Pick and Library formatting



	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 


	Robot running in normal operational mode.
	Risk of serious injury. Mechanical
	Staff; visitors
	When the robots are running there is a light curtain that immediately stops the robots when broken. There are also emergency stop switches located around the workcell.
Mechanic maintained and serviced by external suppliers.
	Low
	

	Training robot arms

	Risk of injury – Mechanical
	Trained Staff
	When teaching the robots the light curtain is off. Arms are moved by handheld controllers that are fitted with a dead man switch. Robots powered down to 10% of their maximum speed.
	Low
	

	Loading matrix tube racks to stacks.

	Risk of chemical contamination
	Trained Staff
	Gloves, labcoat and safety glasses must be worn as stated in the Library COSHH assessment. Care taken when removing the rack lid and racks kept level when loading onto stacks. See COSHH for spills.
	Low
	

	Removing waste

	Risk of contamination
	Trained Staff
	Yellow bin with double yellow biohazard bags placed under robot waste. Gloves, labcoat and safety glasses used to move waste to collection point.
	Low
	

	Robot crashes
	Risk of contamination. Possible risk of injury
	Trained Staff
	If spills occur due to a robot crash the material will be cleaned up as stated on the COSHH or GMO forms. If manual manipulation of the robot arms is required, this will only be carried out by trained personnel.
	Low
	

	Loading test plate into Polarstar reader.
	Risk of injury.
	Trained Staff
	Step stool required to reach the plate loader. Care to be taken.
	Low
	

	Removing yeast strains from 

-80°C freezer
	Risk of cold burns.
	Staff
	Heavy duty gloves are required to remove items from the -80°C freezer.
	Low
	

	Agar gels
	Risk of scalding
	Staff
	See separate gel risk assessment. Agar gels poured in a class II Microbiology safety cabinet for sterility. Agar ~ 50°C. Wear gloves and pour carefully.
	Low
	

	Loading MicroClime lids with DMSO
	Risk of chemical contamination
	Staff
	Double nitrile gloves must be used when handling DMSO – see COSSH assessment. Care to be taken when infecting DMSO into lid. Use plastic pipette.
	Low
	


	Authorisation  by PI 
I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 
Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated.

Declaration by PI
I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


