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	Date: 23/01/15

	Assessed by: 

Sandra Kennedy
	Validated by: 

Tanya Aspinall
	Location: 
MIB 
	
	Review date: 

22/01/15

	Task 

Use of Freezers. (-20°C and -80°C)


	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Use of Freezers 
	Cold hazard – risk of burns
	Staff 
	All staff should be trained by their supervisor in the safe use of the equipment, and made aware of the hazards and correct procedures to follow.
Use BS EN 511 compliant thermal gloves when handling the contents of the freezer. Do not touch contents or interior of freezer with exposed skin, as your skin may get a cold burn or freeze and stick to it.
Do not lean into freezer and inhale as you may damage lungs due to the cold air, or breathe in potentially hazardous particles or noxious vapours from the contents of the freezer


	low
	A

	
	Biological hazard 
	Staff
	The following items of PPE must be worn when handling chemical or biological samples: Howie-style laboratory coat, BS EN374 compliant gloves (nitrile) and BS EN166 compliant eye protection (chemical splash proof safety glasses). A selection of safety glasses and goggles are available from MIB Stores; users are advised to visit Stores and select eye protection which fits well and is comfortable to use. Regular lab inspections monitor the wearing of PPE; users found not to be wearing PPE when the risk assessment states that it must be worn will be subject to the MIB compliance policy.

All contents of the freezer should be marked to identify them. If contents hazardous, the outside of the freezer must be labelled with appropriate warning signs

	low
	A

	
	Flammable hazard – storage of flammable materials
	Staff and personnel in area
	Where samples/materials which have a flammable component require cold storage they must only be stored in freezers that are clearly labelled as spark-proof.

	low
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 

I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher

I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.
Declaration by PI

I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


