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	Date: 
Jan 2015
	Assessed by: 
Shirley Tait
	Validated by: 
Tanya Aspinall
	Location:  
MIB Atrium
	
	Review date: 
2016

	Task/Premises:
Public engagement activity (“MIB Open Day”)

Interactive Science Stand: “DNA/RNA”.
Consists of: DNA extraction and precipitation from strawberries, printed displays, interactive quizzes.
Shirley Tait in overall charge. Volunteers involved in the session are ‘facilitators’ only.

All accidents to be reported to a First Aider and reported accordingly.


	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) at risk
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating
	Result

	Extraction of DNA from strawberries

(DNA precipitation)
	Flammable chemical reagent (ethanol)
	Demonstrators and observers.
	No ignition sources nearby.

Working in very large, well-ventilated open area.

COSHH Form as for ethanol.

Use of gloves for demonstrators and observers.

Total quantity limited to <100ml.

Chemical spill kit/paper towels to hand.

All chemicals will be aliquoted in the lab area, then transported in a sealed box/bucket (secondary containment) to the atrium display area; waste will be transported back to the lab in similar secondary containment for disposal.
	Low
	A

	
	Spillage of strawberry “extraction buffer”
	Demonstrators and observers.
	Extraction buffer made of non-hazardous liquid detergent and salt.

Total quantity limited to <100ml.

Use of gloves for demonstrators and observers.

Paper towels to mop up spills.
	Low
	T

	
	Strawberry 
	Anyone with allergy to strawberries
	All participants will be asked whether they have an allergy to strawberries. Anyone with an allergy will not participate in the demonstration. 
	Low
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 
I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by PI
I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


