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	Task 

Handling of Sharps – including Scalpels,   razor blades, hypodermic needles, and broken glass 


	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Handling of Sharps
	Needles, blades, broken glass, scalpels, etc – risk of cuts, lacerations and needle stick injury. Risk of exposure to hazardous materials
	User, other Lab staff and cleaning staff
	All staff trained in the safe use (including disposal) of scalpels, blades and needles by supervisor.

The following items of PPE must be worn: Howie-style laboratory coat, BS EN374 compliant gloves (nitrile) and BS EN166 compliant eye protection (chemical splash proof safety glasses). A selection of safety glasses and goggles are available from MIB Stores; users are advised to visit Stores and select eye protection which fits well and is comfortable to use. Regular lab inspections monitor the wearing of PPE; users found not to be wearing PPE when the risk assessment states that it must be worn will be subject to the MIB compliance policy.

A dustpan and brush and cut-resistant gloves must be used when handling broken glassware.

Discarded sharps and broken glass must only be placed in bins designated for that purpose. Sharps must be disposed of into yellow incineration bins; These containers must be sealed and labelled prior to transport to Media for disposal. Broken glass must be disposed of into cardboard glass bins. Glass bins must be taken to Stores and must not be moved by cleaning staff. Biologically contaminated broken glassware must be disposed of into yellow incineration bins. If you are unsure about where to dispose of your waste, you must ask your supervisor or the MIB safety and risk manager.
Sharps must not be left on the bench, in drawers, cupboards, on shelves or in any unsafe way when not in use.

Fit a hypodermic needle to a syringe while it is still in its sheath. NEVER resheath a hypodermic needle after use. It MUST be disposed of directly into a yellow incineration bin.
A blunted hypodermic needle must be used whenever a technique permits.

All dropped sharps must be found immediately and disposed of appropriately.
Protect the hands when pushing glass tubing through rubber bungs, into tubing. Use of a suitable lubricant may assist this process. Cut-resistant gloves are available from Stores.

Protect the hands when breaking glass tubing or ampoules. Cut-resistant gloves are available from Stores.

Use a scalpel blade remover when separating blade from handle after use. Where possible, use disposable (one-use) scalpels. After use, dispose of the scalpel directly into a yellow incineration bin – NEVER replace the scalpel into the wrapper.
	low
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 

I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by PI

I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


