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	Task 
Use of VP-ITC micro-calorimeter.

Measuring binding interactions between different species, such as DNA, RNA or protein. The process requires aliquoting low volumes of samples into the sample well of the machine.


	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 

	Use of VP-ITC micro-calorimeter
	Inexperienced user may damage equipment
	User
	All users must be trained in correct usage of the equipment, including waste disposal, sample handling and decontamination of the equipment after use; training records are maintained
	low
	A

	
	Electrical hazard - risk of electric shock
	User 
	All equipment and power supplies are regularly PAT-tested by trained MIB personnel, and are regularly maintained. The machine is on a service contract. An engineer visits to service the machine annually.
	low
	A

	
	Biological hazard
	User
	All samples are small volume (max 500ul), and are placed into the machine in closed sample tubes; this should minimise/eliminate the risk of spillage/contamination of the machine; in case of spillage, 2% virkon will be used to decontaminate the equipment.
	low
	A


	Authorisation  by Facility Manager
I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 

Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:


Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by Facility Manager
I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


