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	Task: 

Use of Eppendorf Concentrator plus. Loading samples into rotors; installation of rotors into centrifuges for centrifugation; unloading and cleaning of rotors as applicable



	Activity 
	Hazard 
	Person(s) in danger 
	Existing measures to control risk 
	Risk rating 
	Result 


	Use of vacuum concentrator
	Exposure to biological/ hazardous/dangerous

material
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. 
The following items of PPE must be worn: Howie-style laboratory coat, BS EN374 compliant gloves (nitrile) and BS EN166 compliant eye protection (chemical splash proof safety glasses). A selection of safety glasses and goggles are available from MIB Stores; users are advised to visit Stores and select eye protection which fits well and is comfortable to use. Regular lab inspections monitor the wearing of PPE; users found not to be wearing PPE when the risk assessment states that it must be worn will be subject to the MIB compliance policy
Operating manual must be followed at all times. 
A COSHH assessment (including information on what to do in case of accident) has been carried out for all of the chemicals used, and must be read and signed before the first use. All identified control measures will be followed.
Rotor should be checked after use to ensure that tubes are intact. 
Any Biological spillages should be cleaned up with 70% ethanol.
	Low
	A

	
	Electricity – risk of electric shock
	User, other lab staff
	PA testing to be done annually; regular maintenance; visual inspection to be conducted prior to every use.
	Low
	A

	
	Vacuum
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. 
Operating manual must be followed at all times. 
	Low
	A

	
	Burns due to hot sample tubes and device parts (if the heater is at full power, the wall of the rotor chamber, the rotor and the sample tubes will be heated up to over 60°C)
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. 

Do not touch the wall of the rotor chamber.
Use suitable protective clothing or auxiliary aids (eg. BS EN 407 compliant thermal gloves) to remove the sample tubes.
	Low
	A

	
	Improperly attached rotors.
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. Only operate the device if the rotor has been mounted correctly. 
If there are any unusual noises when the device is started up, immediately press the start/stop key to stop concentrating
	Low
	A

	
	Moving parts
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. Operating manual must be followed at all times.
	Low
	A

	
	Risk of injury from overloaded rotor
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment.
Make sure that maximum payload for each rotor (adapter, tube and content) per rotor bore and/or per bucket is not exceeded


	Low
	A

	
	Risk of injury from overpressure in the exhaust gas lines causing pipes to burst
	User, other lab staff
	Staff trained by supervisor in safe use of equipment. Operating manual must be followed at all times.
	Low
	A


	Authorisation  by PI 
I confirm that I have considered and understand the experiment and the associated hazards. I am satisfied that all of the hazards have been identified and that the control measures to be followed will reduce the risks to acceptable levels. 
Print name:                                                                                  Signed:

Date:




Declaration by researcher
I confirm that I have read this Risk Assessment and that I understand the hazards and risks involved and will follow all of the safety procedures stated. Where PPE has been identified as a control measure, I will ensure that it is worn.

Declaration by PI
I confirm that the researcher who has signed below is competent to undertake the work. My counter-signature indicates that I am happy for the work to proceed.

	Name (please print)


	signed
	PI countersignature
	date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


